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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Intelligence Support Required of ORR for 

Special Arab/Israeli Task Force 


PRESENT: Messrs. Morel 1 


meeting) 



art of 


25X1 
25X1 A 


!• Mr. Morell opened the meeting by observing 
the requirements to be established by the newly created 
Task Force would largely determine the kind of support 
which ORR will provide. 

2. He expectec^howevej^that shipping will be 
25X1 A bigh on the list. has checked and found 

that little informat^on^n^jws^n^Tble on ship movements 
in this area. It was agreed that there is a collection 
problem on this subject. 
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25X1 A 


said he had not had time to 


25X1 A 


25X1 A 


25X1 A 


compile a^uu^^J^research requirements but one question 
is how long can Israel survive a blockade. 
reported Israel's oil requirements as 10, OO^t/da^oi^^^ 
one tanker per day. Haifa has about 60 days storage 
capacity. It is not known how full the Haifa tanks are 
at present, but it would be normal for them to be more 
than half full and less than completely filled. It is 
understood that Israe^^f^^ships rarely transit the 
Straits of Tiran but believes that Israeli 

owned vessels engagec^^^tnT^rrade are generally under 
foreign registry. Oil could be shipped from Nigeria or 
Venezuela through the Mediterranean to circumvent the 
blockade, but some of the Nigerian operators may be 
depenc^^^^^S^gz for the movement of their Middle East 
oil * is checking to see if he can identify 

any Nigerian operators not dependent on transit to Suez. 

4. Mr. Morell suggested that the discussion be 
focussed on what we can profitably do to support the 
Task Force.^Fo^example, are detailed ship movements 
required? thought they will be but agreed 
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18. Mr. Morel 1 asked what ha s been done ab out 
photographic collection, to which replied 
that there has been too little 


19. In reply to question as to whether 
?^^^^eo^^^)oliticaliy survive a military misadventure, 
explained that Nasser might be able to 
survive if he could make it appear to his people that 
the great powers had conspired against him. 


20. Following the departure of 
required courses of action were summarized by Mr. Morell 
as follows: 


a. We should investigate the possible effects 
of an Egyptian effort to blockade Israel. 

b. What can ORR do to monitor such a blockade? 

c. In the event of war what kind of intelli- 
gence reporting will be required of ORR? Mr. Morell 
doubted that we will be involved as heavily as we 
are in supporting the Vietnam operations. He 
thought that more support will be required from 

ERA than from MRA. 
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d. What counter-leverage can be exerted on 
the^JA^^by^the US, Britain, and others? 
hHHMM doubted that the US can apply much 
economic leverage against the UAR and wondered 
if any leverage could be applied against Syria. 

He suspected strongly that the UAR has assurances 
of Soviet support.) 


e. How can the US counteract Soviet arms 
shipments to the UAR? 


f. Is there any prospect of the Arabs makin g 
a Holy War out of the conflict? 

thought that the last national estimate held that 
Israel could knock out the Arabs.) 

g. Will Iran support the UAR? 
thought it very doubtful. The Shah 
and anti- Arab.) 

h. What is the extent of Israeli dependence 
on foreign trade? 
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i. Will the blockade of Eilat eventually 
be circumvented by a gimick to save face for 
Nasser, such as the use of non-Israeli ships? 
What if US or British armed ve ssels escort 
ships into the Gulf of Aqaba? fHHHHHHfl 
noted that international law on closed bodies 
of water was not very clear.) 


21 . 

■should be readied 


reminded that perhaps 
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ecutive Assistant 
Research and Reports 
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